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THE 
| Excellency of REASO N, 


No ARGUMENT againſt. 
THE 


iſfdom of BELIEVING. 


E know it has been the fate of 
ſome very good Men, firſt to 
be cloathed in Bear-skins, and 

| then brought forth to be baited 

fr Beaſts, And juſt in ſuch a manner the 

Author of the Remarks has treated Mr. T----'s 

$:rmons, loading them with Charges to which 

they have no more alliance than a Man has 

[0 a Bear. | 

But it ſeems, ſomething was to be faid ; 

and not much matter what, ſo it ſquar'd with 

the Old Rule, wiz.) Calumniate boldly, and 

[tis a great chance but ſome of it will flick. 

For the ſake of Truth, I am willing to try 

whether Alperſions, ſo Dilute as theſe, will 

Nick or no, 


AY: I. The 


85 
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pag. 3. & - mane Wiſdom, that is, a True Wiſdom, (: 
paſſern. 


which (if Holy Fob be not out, chap. 28. 


(for thus it was in the Rate of f its Primitive 


— —ͤ ü 


I. The Firſt Charge 1s, That Mr. T. by [ron 
3 confounded the Notion of Wiſdom. te 


—— — 


In Anſwer to this, we muſt obſerve, Th: WM i: | 
it is an eaſter task to adapt Things to No. nac 
tions, than Notions to Things; and to ſom Wi 
a Scheme of what we would have them to be, 


than to give a juſt Account of what they Ty Fl: 


And by the advantage of this Method, the Ar. 
thor of the Remarks has found That at bow | titu 


he might e travell'd over all the Lani, | ther 
the Living, and not have found (viz.) a Hu. 


cure from deception and erring, and qualify 1 
to be a = and ſafe Guide in Maiters of A- Wi ke 
ligion. 

Mr. T. on the other hand, thouyl: i 
himſelf obliged to repreſent — Wiſdm, ] bee 
not as it might be conceiv'd in a fond Id 
but as it might be met with in Reality and 
Fact: He thought it abſurd to imagine tha: Co 
Humane Wiſdom was Exempt from the Teint 
of Humane Corruption; and therefote he te. 
preſents it not only as Limited and Deceivable, 


( 


Excel 


— —  ——_—_— 


againſt the Wiſdom of Believing, 


Fxcellency ) but likewiſe as prone to Errour, 


Inereſi, Complexion, Education, and ſeveral 
other Prejudices; which though they made 
i: more bold to undertake, yet ſtill they 
made it more weak and unable to diſcharge 
the Office of a Guide. 

Mr. T. thought likewiſe, that when, by 
2 number of Inſtances (beginning as high 
as Paradile it {elf ) it appeared that mul- 
| titudes of Men, who had as large a ſtock 
of Natural Wiſdom or Reaſon as any o- 


all their Reaſon about them: And that 
| icce it was Reaſon that form'd their Schemes, 
| Reaſon that ſurniſh'd their Argumente, Reaſon 
| that both perſuaded them to, and ſuſtained 
them in their Errours; Reaſon might have 
been allow'd to bear {ome ſhare of the blame, 
and their Miſcarriages might have ſervd for a 
| cation to others how they truſted the ſame 
Conduct: But ſince the Remarker is not 


| tle Diſpute, to congratulate him for Two 
Jer Three Iſſues. 


plcasd to have it fo, Iwill a while ſuſpend 


1. For 


Lom the Influence of Conccit, Partiality, 


chers can pretend to, had milcarry'd in 
Religion, and ſwervd from Truth, wich 
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1. For that he has given Men ſuch a com 
fortable Evidence, That they ought 70 bels 
themſelves Wiſe. For as this is a very Popul; f 
Office, ſo it cannot but bring him in an key 
of Thanks. | 

2. For that he has fortify'd Reaſon with 

pag. 3. ſuch Rules as perhaps were wanting hereto. 
fore, and from which the Sons of Adam my 

take new Courage to confide in themſelves: 

For although our Firſt Parent milcarry! 
through the Deceivableneſs of his Rea 

yet after ſuch Rules preſcrib'd for Reaſon to 
proceed by, there 1s little fear of its miſtaking 

{o again. | 5 

3. For that he has tempted ſome to will Mp, 

that He himſelf had been placed in Parzdilc, N ro 

becauſe he would aſſuredly have kept Poſſe- Nn 

ſion there; for he would have baffled the Lo 
Pag.8, Deceiver, and refuted his Suggeſtions by mi wa 
certain and ſubſtantial Reaſons ; which Addams . WI 
ſeems, had not preſence of Mind to conſider. 
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But to come to the Merits of the Calc, 
(Which the Remarker has thought fit who | 
to avoid) - I will ſuppoſe Reaſon to be N cha 
as Excellent as himſelf can conceive it, and M. 

ye! 
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wry againſt the Wiſdom of Believing, | | 


vet this founds it no Title to be a Guide in 
Religion : For had Reaſon been ſufficient 
to be a Guide in theſe Matters, what need 
had God to furniſh us with another? If 
[Rcaſon could poſſibly have led us into the 
Knowledge of what we are to Do and Be- 
eve, God would certainly have ſpared the 
Miſſion both of his Servants and his Son: 


hut if Revelation therefore be appointed for 
ry our Guide, (and who is fo bold as to deny 


it?) what have we to alledge why Reafon 
[ſhould pretend to uſurp its Character, and 
invade its Office? The truth is, This other 
Cuide that God hath vouchſafed us, the 
Kemartzer ſeems not to like by any means: 
for he never mentions Revelation, but (as if 
it were Thiſtles in his Mouth) he drops it 
again immediately; nor does he ever ex- 
preſsly own it under its Character of a Guide: 
Which is a greater Affront to Providence, 
than Mr. T. ever offer'd to Reaſon: But 
W of this there will perhaps be occaſion to ſpeak 
more by and by. = >; 
| In the mean time, the Summ of this Firſt 
1 Charge amounts to thus much, (vix.) That 
= Mr. T. has confounded the Notion of Wil- 
om; and if he has done ſo, it is only by 
e 8 2999 


6 The Excellency of Reaſon, no Argument 


aſſerting, That Humane Wiſdom is obnoxiq, 
to thoſe Infirmities that are inſeparable {5 
| Humane Nature: And if the Remarker h 
clear d the Notion, it is only by aſcribing v1 
it a Property that belongs incommunicah) 
to the Spirit of God, which is, to guide n 
into Divine Truth, St. John 16. 13. And 
let the Indifferent judge whether the Notion WM vn 
be not well cleared. . pn 
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Pag. 4- II. The Second Charge is, That Mr. \ W. 
has obſcur'd the Notion of Faith. be 


And the Reaſons aflign'd are, (1.) Becaule| tho 
he oppoſes Faith to Reaſon. (2) Becauſe WM Jet 
he ſets up Faith for a Guide. 3.) Becauk lied 
he requires Faith without Reaſon. „ 


Now Mr. Y. has done nothing of all this; 
but this Gentleman had certainly Reaſon to Inc 
ſay ſo: And this is a Proof of one Advan W 
tage thoſe Men have who pretend to follow 

Reaſon, (viz. If Reaſon lead them not into (4 
Truth, it will lead them into Falſhoods that 
are more pleaſing ; and this will give better WM In. 

content. 

Mr. T. (on the contrary) never oppoles MW ſcr 
Faith to Reaſon; but only complains of __ M 

2 other: 


[1 againſt the Wiſdom of Believing. 


others that oppoſe Reaſon to Faith: Nor 
goes he ever call Faith a Guide. He ſays, 
indeed, that Faith is the only Means to keep 
us Safe and Wiſe ; but that is, becauſe it is 
to be guided by Revelation, upon which it 
may depend without being deceived. And 
what colour is there for ſaying he requires 
Faith without Reaſon, when he confines 
W faith for its Object wholly and ſolely to the 
Word of God, which carries in it all the 
Reaſons of Believing ? When he ſays, That 
though many things Revealed are Myſterious, 
| yet ſtill it 3s the bigheſt AG of Reaſon, to be- 
lieve him that cannot deceive us : and when 
he ſays, That although the things Revealed 
| (particularly concerning the Divine Eſſence) 


hy 'W {cm to be incredible yet this ſeeming 


Incredibility is no balk to Faith, for this 
{ Reaſon, Becauſe, If what is Revealed concern- 
ng God were always adapted to our Comprehen- 
ſon, how could it reach, or with any fitneſs 
repreſent that Nature which we allow to be 
Incomprebenſible ? . 

So that whereas this Gentleman gleans out 
ſcraps of Sentences to poſſeſs his Reader that 
Mr. T. always ſpeaks abſurdly ; had he bur 
been ſo ingenuous as to take in Antecedents 

B 2 and 
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and Conſequents, he might have ſavd him. 
ſelf the pains of ſo much Prevarication, and 


me of this Animadverſion upon it. 


But becauſe he accounts that his Leal ſ. 
Faith is worth boaſting of, I ſuppote he is wil. 
ling the World ſhould be call'd in co be. 
Witneſs of this Zeal of his. 

And wherein then does it appear? e 


defines Faith to be an Aſſent of th: Mind u 


ſomething that is Credible, as Credible, upon 
the evident Motives of Credibility, Now had 
he humbled himſelf to fay with St. Pau, 
what Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by 
the Word of God; or, that Faith is an Aſſent 
to what God has Revealed: This, perhaps, 
would have been beneath and unbecoming the 
Philoſophical Air of his Style. Some per- 
baps will ſay this: but others will be apt to 
fay, That it had been ſhort of his purpoſe, 
who, by the looſe latitude he leaves to ever 
Man to determine, (1. ) what 1s Credible, 
and, (2.) what are the evident Motives of 
Credibility, ſeemingly deſigns to leave every 
one at diſcretion to beheve nothing but what | 
he pleaſes. | | 

In the next place, ---- As to the more de- 
terminate Object of Faith, What does he 


againſt the Wiſdom of Believing. 


w Sr ew $a > 


y it is? Why, it is even what Reaſon 
n pick out. Only, becauſe we are not able 
in out all Truths meerly out of our 
W Underſtanding, without any other Help, 
(which is the humbleſt Conceſſion that 
e has ſtoop'd to in his whole Treatiſe : ) 
herefore Reaſon muſt apply for theſe 
Helps: And whither ? Why, (1.) To the 
forks of Creation. Tis true, St. Paul tells 
ie Heathens, That they might learn God 
nd his Providence from the Works of the 
cation; but he never ſends Chriſtians for 
heir Learning thither. For how jejune are 
e Inſtructions of the Book of Nature, after 
we once know the Book of God? But we 
aſt ſuppoſe that this was intended as a 


W:ourable Reſerve for fome of his Clients, 


ho own no other Book but that of Na- 
ture, 5 To. 
Well, as for the Others, he allows them to 


ro farther for another Help, telling us that 


vere are ſome Men inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt, 


h are to inform our Reaſons what they are to 


heliede and do. But who tho'e are, he leaves 
It to the Diſcretion of others to determine; 
or he never vouchfafes to name either Pro- 


pets, or Apoſtles, or Our Lord Jeſus him- 


1 


pag. 3. 
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Two things; (I.) That he believes Ou ” 


tends to bring all Pretenders to Inſpiration 


| ſelf : From which diſdainful looſneſs of hi God 


Intimation, he leaves us to apprehend the 


Lord to have been mo more above a Man 


than any of the Inſpired ; and, ( 2. ) That he ii. 


upon a level: fo that the Turks and Indian: R 5 
may as well build Faith upon Mahomet and 70 
Confucius, as Chriſtians may upon the Bible. . 5 
And this is enough to entitle him to that Zeal 1 
for Faith he thinks fit to boaſt of. 10 
III. The Third Charge is, That Mr. v. 
wilified and rejected the only Faculty that God 45 
bas gone Ke 20 judge of things by. on 
And yet Iwill undertake, on the contrary, Wo! a 
That Mr. J. has given Reaſon its entire due. Npoſe 
The Remarker thought fit to cite Prov. 20 27 *. 
for the honour of its Original; Mr. T. had lis 
done the ſame before; and ſnewn, withal hoy l 
far it ſerv d the Gentiles towards Natural Re. Ai 
ligion; and how far it may now ſerve Reveald f 
Religion, both by Confirming Believers, and, _ 
bringing Unbelievers to the acknowledgment 54: 


of the Goſpel. But he warns Men likewile 


that Reaſon has been all along ſo Opinionative, 
that 


againſt the Wiſdom of Believing. 


Cod's Appointments, and oppoled Revela- 


yerting, or Refining it away; and if to 
Wy and prove this, (as Mr. I. has done by 


it be ſtill more vile. 


anegyricks upon Reaſon, puts me 1a mind of 
Man upon a Bogg, who continually changes 
his footing, becauſe ſtanding long upon the 
Wine Turf, would expoſe him to fink. Thus 
+ is that he before (P. 3.) calls Reaſon a 
ide; and here (p. 4.) a Judge; anon (p. 6.) 
1 Counſellor. * . Advantage he 
propoſes by this ſhuffling of Terms, let us but 
conſider the diſtinct Notions of a Guide, and 
ofa Judge; and that will be ſufficient to ex- 
ue. Wpoſe che Sophiſtry of all his Arguing. A 
Guide muſt be Deſpotick, and have abſolute 


** Submiſſion, otherwiſe he can do no good in 
wh bis Place; but a Judge is nothing ſo; he him- 
Be. lf is Guided, and the Law is EN Guide, 
za bich he muſt abide by ; and his Reaſon only 
* ſerves him to know what is Law, and to 


W-pply it to Fact. Should every Judge have 


{lator, 


hat it has frequently ſet it ſelf up againſt 


Win, eicher by Diſtruſting, or Rejecting, or 


deniable Inſtances,) be to vilifie Reaſon, 


On the other hand, the Re marker i in his 


in his Commiſion to be likewiſe a Legi- 


W 8 ** eas 


„ 
e : 
* 
* \ 
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or to reform Revelation, whereby ( thro 
| God's goodneſs) we have it done to oy 


a Friendly Salutation, ask'd him whither hel 


Queſtion, however I will Anſwer it (becauſe) 
TI am Travelling to Hagiopolis. God ſpeed 
you thither, (reply'd Eupithes,) Hagiopo!i 


know the way thither ? Do you queſtion 


| flator, we ſhould have but a ſorry accoun; MY— 
Publick Juſtice. And ſo were Reaſon (ff 


form the Scheme of what we are to believe 


hands, we muſt expect the ſame ſorry iſſue i 
Religion. 

But becauſe it is nauſeous to follow thi 
Remarker in his Maze of Trifling, I il} 
chuſe to fit down a little, and tell a Story, 


Once upon a time, Authades being up 
a Journey, was met by Expithes, who afic 


was Travelling? Whither I am Travelliny, 
(quoth Authades) that is a pretty familiar 


is a very Entertaining Place; but would you | 
give me patience, I would ask whether you 


my Knowledge too, ſays Authades ? tis ſo you 
ſhow your breeding; but know Sir, I have Hof 
Eyes, and Eyes that have guided me hitherto, Mn 
and never led me out of my way; and there Mc 
fore I need no other Conduct for my preſent i 

Journey 


a — againſt the W ſdom of — 1 


bees are uſeful to Travellers ( reply'd Enpi- 
Wc) but (with ſubmiſſion) bow can they 
ad you in a way where you are altogether 
Stranger? For Example, Your way lies by 
jonder Mountain, and your Eyes may pof- 

ſbly lead you thither, becauſe you have it 

Jin your view 3 but when you come beyond 

lat, the Way is perfectly intricate and ob- 

cure, and therefore, if you will be ſafe, you 

nuſt neceſſarily take a Guide, I take a 

Guide ? (erh 'd . Authades,) thou Trifler, 

the Advice is an Affront to me, tis an ex- 

ieſs Declamation againſt Eye fi ibu, the beſt 
— that Heaven has beſtow d upon Travel- 

res, Muſt I take a Guide? then farewel p. N 
he ght, and welcome Blindneſs ; Faculty © © 


FRY 


ule) way, we have no uſe for jou. Pardon me, 
peed Ir, I beſeech you (ſays Eupithes) I would 
[Wot have you put out your Eyes, they will 
Jau be ſtill of uſe to you to diſcern and follow 
a your Guide; but if they pretend to lead, 


they muſt miſlead you. Eyes miſlead (re- 

ply'd Authades) thou haſt not the leaſt taſt 

of Philoſophy, Eyes cannot miſlead. The 

noſt accurate Philoſopher of all my Acquaint- 
"Wie, uſes to ſay of Reaſon, that Reaſon can- Page 8. G 
not Bu, becauſe if it does 3 it is / Hin. 

ä C 


not 
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not Reaſon, it is only Inconſideration, Raſbreſ 
and Preſumption ; and I ſay the ſame of Eye 
if they miſlead, they are not Eyes, they at 
only Balls ſtuff'd up with that kind of li. 
gredients. I am not expert at your Sophi 
ſtry (reply'd Eupithes) but I heartily wi 
your welfare, and therefore think my ſel 
oblig'd to make you aware of an Inſtance 
wherein I know not how your Eyes can 
void miſtaking. The Road is diſtinguiſh 
by ſeveral Mercuries, ſome White, (ome 
Fellow; the Yellow point out the Right 
Turnings, and the White thoſe that muſt be 
avoided. Now, Sir, I obſerve that you 
Eyes are tincturd with the Jaundice ; and 
notwithſtanding that, give me leave to ſay 
they are Eyes ſtill; but being fo affectec tend 
they will certainly miſtake the Colour, and thec 
will appear to be Yellow. Still more deplocatc 
rably Ignorant! (cries Authades.) Doſt ih. 
not know, that Eye-ſwght is the only Faculty ibi 
God has given us to judge of Colours by? an 


pag. 9. can Eyes miſtake Colours? then ſurely we a will 
very bardly dealt with. And fo farewel, thou fort 
luckleſs Pretender to Advice. : me 
With this Farewel, on he Travels to thai 
the Mountain before him; and was no ſooner ſer 

col 


A againſt the WW iſdom of Believing. E 


15 


bref ame thither, but he was met by Philander; 
Man who had devoted himſelf to Charita- 


y be Offices, and therefore in compaſſion to 
f Hoe that Travell'd to Hagiopolis, he made 
ophiMiis Abode there in a Cottage, offering his 
wil Conduct to all that paſs d by; and the ſame 
ele offer d to Authades : But he, obſerving 


philauder's humble Perſonage, and mean Ha- 
bit, and that his Air was not aſſuming (as 


ble appearance ſhould pretend Information 
to him: For (ſays he) know, that my very 
Gpacity and firſt gueſs, amounts to a better 


tended Experience: But, in ſhort, I take 


catch the Reverence of thoſe thou abuſeſt; 


mon. | 

Philander replies, Sir, I am very ſorry you 
ary will not give me leave to ſerve you ; but be- 
houlF fore we part, pray ſuffer one Queſtion from 


me: Are not you, Sir, (I pray) one of 


to that Family they call the Deifts ? For J ob- 
ner ſerve, that when any of them come this way, 
| „ C2 they 


ll theirs was, whom he was wont to admire) 
(one deſpis d the Overture, and told Philander, he 
oh wok it in ſcorn, that one of ſuch a contempt- 


direction than I can expect from all thy pre- 


Y thee for a Cheat, that lurkeſt here only to 


and ſuch Cheats I perceive are very com- | 


"Wo "Ti Excellency of Reaſon, no Argumen | 


they always, treat me on this very manner, Ich 
F I gueſs'd thou waſt bold enough (cries Au. Inte. 
i thades) and now thou haſt ſhew'd it ; by re. bur 
; flecting upon ſuch a Family of Gentlemen, part 
0 whereof many are of great Worth, ann 
þ Exact Philoſophers : But I think it not con. {ſon 
C © venient (as yet) to own my ſelf One al & 
' them; and therefore, at leaſt for a {mall Mind 
. Experiment of thy Skill, I will venture man 
q ſelf with thee, ſome part of my Journey, {Wil 
: Sir, (reply'd Philander) it will be a pleaſure Mibur 
| to me to ſee you make a happy progreſ; ny 
[ but that you may do ſo, ſuffer my Advice, Nou 
q That you leave off this Opiniatrity and Con- Wh: 
4 ceit, to which I perceive you have addicted niſ 
] your ſelf; for I never knew any ſucceed in N ped 
þ this way, that were not humble and trad- Wo! 
{ able: Keep cloſe to me therefore, and re Myr | 
1 nounce your own Wiſdom; neither Diſttuſt Wot 
| me, nor Diſpute with me; but remember {Wl li 
that I am your Guide, and a Guide cannot {Wodl 
1 profit without entire ſubmiſſion. What, Wm 
| Sit, (ſays Authades ina rage) you my Guide! N No 
and I renounce my Wiſdom? Know, vir, N yo 

that my Wiſdom is as good as your own ; F 

Page 2. yours from above? ſo is mine too; and I will ber 


not renounce it. And what? you my Guide! Why 
d. I chougit 


n 


againſt the Wiſdom of Believing. N 17 | 


[thought (like a Thiet as you look ) you 


ner 

4 intended to ſteal this Honour from my Eyes, 

y re- but you ſhall not; for know, I will never de- 

men, part from this, That my Eyes are my Guide; 

and ud they ſhall have the Credit on't, at my 

con. [ourney's end. Alas! (reply d Philander) 

e of! fear we are not like to hold long together, 

mall Wind yer I will be as Indulgent to you as I 

man; I will therefore allow, that your Eyes 

ney, dall in a limited Senſe) be call'd your Guide, - 
ſure but it is only to obſerve and follow me; for | 
es; Im ſelf muſt be the Leader both of you, and 


jour Eyes, or elſe you will never come to 
the End you preſume upon. Sir, you are 
niſtaken (reply'd Authades) I have an Ex- 
pedient ſor this too; for know, I will both 
follow and Lead together: For tho' you 
%o before, yet (take notice) I am Judge 
of your Diſcreticn and Conduct; and when 
[ike not the Road you lead me in, I ſhall 
oblige you to take to another; or elſe you 
muſt expect Correction from me. Oh! 
Now Sir, (ſays Philander) ] am ſure I Rh 


Sir, MW jour Relations; they are thoſe we call Soci> 
Ee; whoſe faſhion it is, when they come 
will {Where for my direction, to take me violently 


by the ſhoulders, and if they like not the 
3 Path 
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Path J lead them in, they immediately force 
me to another, which they pretend to like 


better; and fo I loſe all my pains Upon 00 
them, and therefore am now willing to ſhiſt G 
them, for my own quiet. I thought thou 
hadſt no better Underſtanding (reply'4 Wl ® 
Authades ) for altho' I do not own my ſelf it 
of that Family neither at preſent, yet I muſt th 
tell thee, they are Men of Noble Spirits, and WI '2 
free Enquirers into Truth; and I would 1a. Ml © 
ther Err with their Ingenuous Freedom, than n 
creep into Vaſſalage to thy Pedantry and Se1 
Forms. And fo Adieu. of 
— lit 

This is the Story; which may ſerve for e 
the Plan of all the Matter in Diſpute. The M 
Offices of Eyes, without a Man, and of Ml ©" 
Reaſon within, are throughly parallel: [| M. 
leave the reſt of the Application to the Rex Ml 
der; and to the Remarker, to make wha Ml © 
Exceptions he thinks fit. 52 * 
T 

IV. The Fourth Charge is, That Mr. I. “ 
gives Papiſts advantage againſt Proteſtants, “ 
and Eftabliſhes the moſt pernicious Principles 95 
. a 


of Popery. 


And 


againſt the Wiſdom of Believing. 


And why ſhould he not be Stoned for'r, 


ike next time he paſſes? Bur fare Mr. J. who 
don obiges Reaſon to enquire into the Dictates of 
hit Cod, and to forbear its Own; who ties up 
hoy Fich to the H. Scripture, and blames Papiſts, 
mw 6 much as others, for diminiſhing its Autho- 
ler iy, is like to give very little advantage to 
jut he Popiſh Cauſe, and the Remarker as little 
and o the Proteſtant; who, tho Treating of the 


Cuide in Religion, has never vouchſafed ſo 
much as once to pronounce, either the Holy 
Lripture, or the word of God, or the Goſpel 
F Chriſt; Terme, which we have thought 
licherto to be moſt ally'd to that Subject, as 


ſor Wl vill as moſt endeared co Proteſtant Ears. 
The lt is more to be apprehended, that He, Who 
o drives fo fairly to fer up Infallibility in every 


Man, will not be ſo ungentile upon occaſion, 
3s not to allow, that One may be Infallible in 
lo large a Communion. And I am ſure the 
Proteſtant Wiſdom of all the paſt Age has 
been out, if the Man, who can let himſelf 
to be a Champion for Seperatiſts, and can 
proſtitute all his Faculties to puzzle Truth 
(as the Remarker does) be not the beſt 
factor for Popery. 


V. The 
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gives Deiſts and Socinians occaſion to think il 


Charity, that he would not have them di 


_ Goſpel, and proving, that it is the higheſt 


with ſuch Strength and Evidence as he 
might have done (p. 6.). Now indeed! 


ſave himſelf from blame; but ſince the K+ 


ought to expect from his Zeal for Faith 


contradicte himſelf, and ſets up Reaſon for th: i. 


V. The Fifth Charge is, That he hkewif, 

of the Proteſtant Cauſe, and Principles. 
Alas, tender Man! what Charity he has 
for thoſe that are in Error? even ſo much 


ſturb'd out of the Principle that makes then 
ſo. He is angry with Mr. T. for not Ex. 
horting Deiſts and Socinians to hearken to 
Reaſon (p. 9.) while, inſtead of that, Mr. J. 
was Exhorting them to hearken to the 


Act of Reaſon to do fo: Tis true, the 
Remarker ſays, that he has not done this 


thought Mr. T. had done it well enough to 


marker thinks otherwiſe, tis but what we 


'that he ſhould perfe& the Work by his own 
Undertaking. ; | 


VI. The Sixth Charge is, That Mr. Y. 
Supreme Judge. 


He! 


# ageinſt the Wiſdone of Believing. 
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lult with; as the Remarker does (p. 10.9 
rthinks oblige himſelf to take care, as well 
or the honour of God, as for his own that 


d {Where he imputes a Contradiction, it ſhould 
em {Wlyppear to be one: Yet the Remarker takes 
Ex- % ſuch Care, when he Charges Mr. T. with 


Contradicting himſelf; becauſe in one place 


.J. e dentes Reaſon to be a Guide, and in ano- 
the ber, allows it to be a Judge : The wide 
eſt {Wind different import of theſe two Notions - 
the (holen of and repeated already) will eaſily 


oma continued prevarication thro all he 


Re No contemptuouſiy for confounding the No- 
we ion of Wiſdom (of whichiI think he is well 
ith, eguitted) aequit himſelf for confounding fo 


hich he is a Stranger And Reaſow being 


ith, lies under the neceſſity of having ſack 


= 


He that pleaſes himſelf with the Style of 
praking---- If we cannot diſtinguiſh what is 
(mtradiGory,we are in a ſad Caſe, and very hardly 


icharge Mr. Y. from this Imputation. But 
kt the Rema: ker diſcharge himſelf if he can, 


us Written: Let him that Charges Mr. I. 


a che Notion of a Guide, The Proper 
ud Vulgar Notion of a Guide, imports One 
hat is to Conduct a Traveller in the Way to 
Wuturally as much a Stranger to Matters of 


A : 


———— 


ws | 
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4 Guide in thoſe Matters. Now the Rexarle, e 
never vouchſafes one Reflection upon this; but 
(quite contrary) ſets up Reaſon to be its oun 
Guide in theſe Matters that are confeſſed 


| Reaſon ſhould be call'd a Guide in that limited 
and unuſual Senſe, wherein the Traveller; 


and attack the H. Scripture, which is the 


beyond its reach. Had he barely a mind that 


Eyes may be call'd his Guide, while they con. 
duct him to his Leader: Mr. J. is not at all 
affected with his Combat, he only Fights 
with a Shadow of his own Liſting ; but if hee 
calls Reaſon a Guide in the common ſenſe of" 


the word, or if he calls it the Supreme Guide rw 
in any ſenſe, (as he does call it ſo ex. 


preſly, - p. 4) what need has he any longer to 
diſguiſe his Communion? : 

In a word----I can gather no other from 
what this Gentleman has ſaid thro' all his Re- 
marks, than this, (viz.) That he is an loi mu 
dious Friend to Religion; and it would be the 
more honeſtly done, would he pleaſe to pro- lc 


feſs himſelf an open Enemy. Then, with z 


better face might he bring forth his Achillæun, 


Attempt he ſeems all along to itch at; off 
(at leaſt) he might furniſh us with more Inter- 
pretations, ſuch as he has given us a Spe- 
— cimen 


— 


— 2g ainſt the Wiſdom of Believing. 


= 


_— 


buſineſs as well. 
VII. The Seventh Charge is, That the only 


leaiming againſt Reaſon, which is the main 


it to prove, what no body denieth. 


As for Declaiming againſt Reaſon, I muſt 
fer the Reader to the Story or Parable re- 
ited before, where he meets with the Paral- 
kl: But as for the Remarker's favourable Con- 
tution, I muſt tell him, That without any 
gains of his favour, there is no well-inform'd 
Chriſtian that will deny what Mr. T. has aſ- 
krted in theſe Diſcourſes : And nevertheleſs 
le is beholden to the Remarker for denying it 
ſo far as he has done; becauſe theſe Diſcourſes 
nuſt have loſt Credit with better Men, had 
they been ſuch as merited the Approbation of 
ch a Cenſor. Of whom I now take leave, 


f Reaſon is no more an Argument againſt the 
Wiſdom of Believing, than the Excellency of 
Writing is an Argument for a Man to Write 
Jainſt his Creed.---- 


bil 


nen of, upon 2 Cor. x. 5. and that will do 


womrable C onſtruction that can be put upon his 


Mn of his whole Book, is, to ſuppoſe he goes 


with this Advertiſement----That the Excellency | 
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